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 Andrew and Kirsty Morrison                          

a warm welcome to Arbuthnott Bervie & Kinneff 

WOTS it all about? 

The Church and Community  

newsletter for Arbuthnott, Bervie, 

Gourdon and Kinneff  
Registered Charity No SC009239  

Items for the April / May 2019 edition of WOTS should be sent to 

wots.editors@gmail.com by 5.00pm on Friday 22nd March. 

We welcome your items and financial contributions towards 

the cost of printing and distributing this free newsletter which 

is prepared entirely by volunteers. 



WOTS – letter from your locum minister  

A very happy and prosperous and blessed New year to all who read WOTS, and if you know 
someone who might like to read this wee magazine, please give them your copy or pick one up 
around the Burgh shops and pass it on. 

So many of you joined us over the Christmas time at our services and celebrations and it was 
just brilliant to see Bervie church full of candle light on Christmas Eve as we celebrated with 
families and friends.  Similarly in Arbuthnott and Gourdon people came from far and near to 
‘join the celebrations’ 

But now we are into a new year and a new chapter – God willing. You will have heard that we 
have a new minister for the parish who preached as ‘sole nominee’ on Sunday 27th January – 
that simply means that the Nominating Team ( the group who had been searching for a new 
minister for you)  found someone and invited him to come and lead worship that day.  It was 
good to see so many of you in Bervie church.  It’s exciting to think about beginning a new 
chapter in parish life, but Andrew Morrison, your new young minister, needs to know that you 
are all behind his decision to come and be the permanent minister here, which in turn means 
that you need to support him in many ways.  Parish ministry is not a ‘one man band’!!  It’s 
team work that makes things happen.  Andrew is willing to be there for you in many ways, but 
he needs to know what you are thinking and how you want the Church to grow – so you all 
need to get to know him too, so you can share with him. Andrew has a young wife, Kirsty, 
who also wants very much to be part of parish life.   

For the past two and a half years you have made me so welcome in ABK and Gourdon as your 
locum minister, and I have met so many delightful people and been involved in your celebra-
tions at all times of the year, and also in your family times of joy and sorrow – what a privilege 
for me! So ‘thanks’ for all your support – not over yet tho’, as Andrew  won’t be official until 
the end of February at the earliest, when the Presbytery organise a service of ordination and 
induction – just making things official!! 

Meantime the Church goes on; it’s a new year with new prospects and hopes and much to do 
and pray about. There’s a little more work to do in Gourdon mission hall, just to make the 
structure secure and renovate the kitchen and toilet.  Also, once the contractors have been cho-
sen for the Arbuthnot ACE project that work ought to be underway by Easter. 

The Voyage of Life garden promises to look superb this year once shrubs and plants begin to 
grow again, because so much was planted last year. And there are ongoing development ideas 
for Bervie church as an eco friendly building – much to do!! 

Quite a few new faces have been spotted in our congregations over the last wee while which is 
SO encouraging, and if you do see anyone whom you don’t know, please go and make your-
self known and give a hearty ABK welcome. 

We have been considering ‘reasons to rejoice’ recently on Sundays,  and there are many such 
reasons inspired by words in the Bible.  Jeremiah tells the exiled people of Israel that wherever 
they are they must make the best of the situation – just because times are hard does not mean 
that God is not there.  And similarly,  Paul in his letter to the new Church in Rome, all these 
years ago, encourages the young Christians to rejoice, because God is with them and loves 
them and forgives their mistakes and encourages them to keep getting to know Him better 
through prayer and fellowship . . . .and it’s just the same today.  By working, worshipping and 
learning together in community we can build up the Church and really make a positive differ-
ence right where we are. No matter what, Jesus loves us!!  

And with that knowledge firmly in our minds,  2019 looks like being a good year!  

Linda Broadley ( locum minister)  01674 850141 

    Dates for your Diary                                                 

February 2019                                                                                                                 

Fri 1st   9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                          

Sun 3rd   12.30 (after Church) Souper Sunday Lunch; Bervie Church Centre       

Mon 4th   1.00 / 2.30 pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                          

Wed 6th   9.45am Gourdon Prayer Meeting; 2 Davidson’s Buildings                

Wed 6th   10.00 / 11.30am Church Café - Church Centre                                               

Fri 8th   9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                          

Wed 13th   10.00 / 11.30am Fairtrade Café  - Church Centre                                                

Wed 13th  2.00pm  Bervie Guild; Stewart Scott “Croft Curios”                         

Thurs 14th    7.30 / 9.30pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                              

Fri 15th  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                              

Wed 20th   9.45am Gourdon Prayer Meeting; 2 Davidson’s Buildings                

Wed 20th   10.00 / 11.30am WaterAid Café  - Church Centre                                             

Thurs 21st  2.30pm Gourdon Guild; Margaret Wells ; Mission Hall                                           

Fri 22nd   9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                      

Fri 22nd  2.30pm “Sing-a-Long at Castle Lodge                                                                   

Sat 23rd          11.30 / 1.30 Soup & Bread Lunch ; Bervie Church Centre                    

Mon 25th   1.00 / 2.30 pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                          

Wed 27th    10.00 / 11.30am Fairtrade Café  - Church Centre                 

Thurs 28th    7.30 / 9.30pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                                                        

March 2019                                                                                                                           

Fri 1st   9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                          

Fri 1st   2.00pm World Day of Prayer. Church Centre                                                          

Mon 4th   1.00 / 2.30 pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                          

Wed 6th   9.45am Gourdon Prayer Meeting; 2 Davidson’s Buildings                

Wed 6th   10.00 / 11.30am Church Café - Church Centre                                               

Fri 8th    9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                      

Fri 8th   11.30am “Running Home”  Embrace the Middle East—Bervie stop; CC         

Sat 9th   3.30 / 5.30pm “Messy Noah’s Ark” Bervie Church Centre                               

Wed 13th    10.00 / 11.30am Fairtrade Café  - Church Centre                                            

Thurs 14th    7.30 / 9.30pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                              

Fri 15th  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                      

Mon 18th   1.00 / 2.30 pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                          

Wed 20th        9.45am Gourdon Prayer Meeting; 2 Davidson’s Buildings                 

Wed 20th   10.00 / 11.30am WaterAid Café  - Church Centre                                               

Thurs 21st  7.00pm Gourdon Guild; Derek Mitchell “Music for All”  Mission Hall                                           

Fri 22th  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                        

Fri 22nd  2.30pm “Sing-a-Long at Castle Lodge                                                                   

Sun 24th         2.30pm Cluster Group “Songs of Praise” Bervie Church                         

Wed 27th   10.00 / 11.30am Fairtrade Café  - Church Centre                                   

Thurs 28th    7.30 / 9.30pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                

Fri 29th  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                                                  

Sat 30th          11.30 / 1.30 Soup & Bread Lunch ; Bervie Church Centre                          



Wednesday Coffee Mornings 

Please join us every Wednesday  

10.00 / 11.30am                              

in Bervie Church Centre 

Feb 6th—Church Café   **              

Feb 13th & 27th -FairTrade Café          

Feb 20th WaterAid Café ** 

March 6th—Church Café **, March13th & 27th -FairTrade Café,          

March 20th WaterAid Café **                                                                       

Home baking; **Hot pancakes; + an endless supply of tea and coffee 

together with bright and happy fellowship. Come along! 

 
 

You are invited to join us for...  

Join us each Sunday during term time to explore 
with our “Friends and Heroes”                                        

Bervie Church Centre 11.15 till 12.45pm   
There will be no Kingdom Kidz sessions on 10th Feb;31st March                                                                 

On 21st April, Easter Sunday, there will be a Family Service     
Totzone Sunday Crèche for children from 1 to 4 years is available for those who wish to 

stay for the Church service knowing their children will be safe and happy.                     
Baby facilities and crèche room in Church Centre are available on request     

For more info contact:  Ruth Paterson 362749 or Jill Simpson 362153  
e-mail : kingdomkidz@bervie.net  

Our new minister! 

We are delighted to announce that ANDREW MORRISON preached as Sole 

Nominee at a combined service in Bervie Church on Sunday 27th January.    

Members gave a unanimous vote in favour of calling Andrew as their minister 

and look forward to him joining us soon. The call will go before the Presbytery on 

5th February for approval and to make arrangements for Andrew’s Ordination and  

Induction service in Bervie Church at a date to be decided by Presbytery, probably in 

late February or early March. Details will be announced once known.                             

This service will be open to ALL in the community.                                                  

—————————————- 

Hello,  
As I'm sure you'll be aware, the congregation of ABK 
recently voted me to become their minister. Thank 
You!  
Let me tell you about myself. I was brought up in East 
Kilbride,  where all my wider family still live. I moved 
up to Dingwall, near Inverness in 2014 to start my 
Theological training, and it was there I met my wife, 

Kirsty, who is originally from near Reading, England. We were married in 
August 2017, and for the past 15 months, I've been doing my final ministry 
training in Fullarton Church in Irvine, Ayrshire. It's in one of the poorest 
communities in Scotland, and we've had lots of opportunities to share the 
Good News of Jesus with those battling really difficult life circumstances. 
But, even in the hardship of lives around us, we've seen numerous people 
come to know Jesus as Saviour and grow in their faith as we've served with 
the wonderful people of Fullarton Church, and I've even helped baptise a few 
folk in the local river! It's been a great experience for us both. 
 

But, that chapter is now over and our eyes are fixed on what God has in store 
for us now – the people and community of Arbuthnott, Bervie and Kinneff.    
I can't wait to serve and follow Jesus alongside you all here. We don't have 
any connections to this part of the world, and we had never been to Aber-
deenshire until we visited in late 2018! But, through the Parish Profile, and 
conversations that have taken place with your Nominating Committee and 
others, Kirsty and I have become increasingly confident this is where God has 
called us to. We can already see lots of wonderful things that God's people 
are doing here, and we are confident that there's even more God has in store 
for us all as we proclaim the gospel and serve the purposes of His Kingdom. 
I look forward to getting to know you all in time and working alongside you 
as we begin our new chapter together. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Andrew and Kirsty Morrison 



 

 

 

WOW ! - Calling all ladies. 

You are invited to join our happy Ladies Bible Study group. 

We normally meet at 3 Queen Johanna Drive, Inverbervie.  

Our regular meeting dates are as follows - 

It’s not all drab, serious stuff. We have lots of fun and laughter 

as we study and learn God’s word. Give it a try! 

For further information call Margaret Wells 01561 362289 

Monday’s 1.00—2.30pm 

February 4th; 25th 

March  4th; 18th 

April 1st 

Thursday’s 7.30 / 9.30pm 

February 14th; 28th 

March 14th; 28th 

 

2018 Tearfund  
Toilet Twinning Appeal 

Thank you for your support. 
Total raised £687.25 plus 

GiftAid, making it enough to 
buy 13 toilets. Wonderful! 

 

Alternative Christmas Card - 
£420.02 

Christingle Retiral Offering -
 £267.23 

 

ABK at its most generous. 

BRIGHTER BERVIE 
 

The photo (right) from 8th 

January shows Mary and 

Fiona happily getting our 

gardening action under way 

for 2019 in the Voyage of 

Life Garden. 
 

Last year was very produc-

tive and rewarding in terms 

of growing achievements. 

Well done to all who’ve 

helped to make Bervie more attractive for residents and visitors with our    

community gardens, street planters, edibles trail, eco-work, etc. Many people 

remark favourably on the results which have been recognised at Gardening 

Scotland, in the Beautiful Scotland competition and by the Royal Horticultural 

Society. 
 

We’d obviously like to maintain the momentum that’s been built-up and I’m 

glad to report that a couple of volunteers have come forward in response to 

pleas for help, but regrettably the number of our volunteers who regularly    

turn-out has been declining for a while now. So here’s the hard message - if 

you don’t want Bervie to be duller in 2019 (who would?) please consider what 

you can do for Brighter Bervie. Neither gardening expertise nor strength is  

necessary. The wide range of our activities on the ground and behind the 

scenes (non-manual organising tasks) means that there are jobs to suit all ages 

and abilities. Donations of plants and materials and financial contributions are 

always welcome.  
 

We’re a cheery sociable bunch and our activities are guaranteed to be healthy 

and good fun. Feel free to come along, as often and for as long or short a time 

as you can spare, on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (14.00h onwards) 

and Saturday mornings (10.00h onwards). We have several sites to maintain 

but always start at the Voyage of Life Garden beside Bervie Church & Centre 

where we also enjoy a half-time cuppie. If you’d like to find-out more please 

contact me as noted below. 
 

Cheers, Tom Campbell 
 

h: 01561 361350 m: 07962 020397 e: brighterbervie@hotmail.com 

mailto:brighterbervie@hotmail.com


Embrace the Middle East is a 
Christian charity with over 160 

years’ experience  helping  
people of all faiths and none to 

free themselves from a life of 
poverty and injustice.          

Together with local Christian 
communities we’re bringing 
lasting change to the Middle 

East.                                      
For most people just finishing 

a single marathon would be a 

challenge. finishing an ultra-marathon would be beyond us. But 14 in one year ….. 

that is superhuman! That is the challenge that Mark, one of Embrace's Regional     
Managers, has taken on in 2019. He will be running pilgrimage routes across Scot-

land and the North of England to raise money and awareness about the even bigger 
challenge that Iraq’s Christians face as they try to rebuild their country after war. 
As Embrace starts supporting Christian-led projects in Iraq for the very first 

time Mark hopes all of us will get behind him in this epic challenge. You can: 

 •    Join him in raising money for Embrace’s first programmes in Iraq 
 •    Pray with him and for the people of Iraq as he runs the pilgrim routes 
 •    Cheer him on as he passes through communities and pauses at churches to 

tell everyone about the work that his run will make possible 
 •    Run with him in Edinburgh and join in the fun at our Fun Run 
By supporting Mark’s run, you can help make a better future possible for the 

people of Iraq. So please join us, after all, Mark is doing all the hard work!

               Friday 8 March, 2019 - St Duthac’s Way (93 miles) 

From the Tomb of Bishop Elphinstone, King’s College Chapel in the University of 

Aberdeen to St Rule’s Tower, St Andrews. Via Stonehaven, Montrose, Dundee.      

He will be in Bervie at appx 11.30am. Please cheer him on and give a donation.   

 Meet Mark - “The Middle East is my personal and professional passion. I have stud-

ied and volunteered in the region spending time in Yemen, Egypt, Israel, Palestine, 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Lebanon. I spent 16 months in Bethlehem focusing 

on Syriac Orthodox Christians and have researched peace-building in   Syria. I live in 
Aberdeenshire with my wife and two young daughters. Alongside long-distance run-

ning, I enjoy music - my PhD was part-funded by working as a singing waiter, so I’m 
always happy to sing when I come to speak about Embrace.”  

 Embrace the Middle East - Embrace the Middle East is a Christian charity with over 

160 years’ experience helping people of all faiths and none to free themselves from a 
life of poverty and injustice.  

Together with local Christian communities we’re bringing lasting change to the  Mid-
dle East through education, healthcare and community development projects. Join us as 

we help people reach their God-given potential                    

   www.embraceme.org.uk   telephone 01494 897 950 

Soup & Bread Lunches 

Saturday 23rd February     

and Saturday 30th March           

11.30am / 1.30pm                 

Only £5 -  in Bervie Church Centre                                                         

A fine selection of delicious, home made soups to 

choose from, all served with fresh bread and an     

endless supply of tea and coffee.                                    

Make it a date to join the happy company. 

St David’s Scottish     

Episcopal Church News 

Interviews for a new Rector 

for the joint link charge of 

Montrose/Brechin/Bervie 

have been taking place.       

We are praying for a positive 

result. 

We are very sorry to report 

the death of Carol Lamb a 

retired Bervie Health Centre 

nurse who passed away on 5th 

January at Burnside Care 

Home, Laurencekirk.  Carol 

donated her body to medical 

research, a fitting tribute to 

her generosity and long     

medical career. 

https://www.runninghome2019.co.uk/fun-run
https://www.runninghome2019.co.uk/run-2


By Sally Lawton, Pilot Lead, Playlist for Life Aberdeenshire Project 

We all have a soundtrack to our lives – 

certain pieces of music that transport 

us to another time or place, that can 

make us feel calm, happy, nostalgic or 

even sad. It might be a theme tune, or 

the sound of birds singing as well as songs, hymns or pieces of music. The most powerful   

music is often that which comes from a person’s youth, between the ages of 10 and 25. 

Playlist for life is a music and dementia charity that promotes the use of personally mean-

ingful musical playlists. They are a cheap, simple and powerful way to harness the power of 

music to make living with dementia easier and happier.  

The charity was set up in 2013 by the broadcaster, Sally Magnusson. She had cared for her 

Mother, Mamie, who had dementia and realised the calming effects of music for her. What 

Sally did not know at the time was that two decades of academic research had shown that 

music can help people living with dementia.  

Sally set up the charity with the aim of letting everyone know about the power of music for 

people with dementia. The idea is simple; to create an individual, meaningful playlist of music 

that can be played to the person. This can help to re-connect them to their surroundings, oth-

er people and to themselves.  

Currently, an awareness raising project is happening across Aberdeenshire with the aim of 
increasing the number of help- points available in local communities to support people in the 
development of playlists.  Further information about the project, which runs until the end of 
March 2019, resources and training are available on the website, www.playlistforlife.org.uk  

Please join us for our happy monthly “sing-a-long” at Castle lodge.        

Help to bring smiles and happy memories back to the residents while     

enjoying singing many of old favourite songs & hymns.                                                                      

2.30pm on Friday 22nd February and Friday 22nd March at Castle Lodge.  

For further information phone Margaret Wells 01561 362289  

 

      

Saturday  9th March 3.30-5.30pm in Bervie Church Centre                                                                         

      Bring their favourite stuffed animal to join Noah on the ark!         

       There will be lots, of fun; lots of games, stories and great FOOD!  

Let’s get MESSY – Family fun with a message  

The Guilds The Guild is an organisation for ladies and gents of all 

ages. You don’t need to be a church member to attend the Guilds as 

all are very welcome.  

Bervie Guild—Meet at 2.00pm in Bervie Church Centre    - 

Wednesday 13th February—Stewart Scott “Croft Curios”   

Wednesday 13th March—Seema’s Project “Free to Live Trust”                       

Gourdon Guild— Meet at 2.30pm in Gourdon Mission Hall, Brae Road -  

Thursday 21st February—speaker Margaret Wells.                                      

Thursday 21st March  7.00pm - Derek Mitchell - “Music for All”           

Don’t forget the World Day of Prayer  Fri 1st March -2.00pm Church Centre          

 

World Day of Prayer 2019  

Bervie Church Centre 

Friday 1st March at 2.00pm 

The world needs our prayer! 

Please join us. 

 

http://www.playlistforlife.org.uk

