
Brighter Bervie welcomes             

Springtime 
 

What a joy the appearance of bright 

and beautiful spring flowers, blossom 

and general growth brings to us at this 

season of the year. We have lots to 

give thanks for in the wonderful world 

that God has provided for our benefit. 

So let’s take good care of our precious 

environment and share the enjoyment 

of it with everyone. 

Hopefully throughout 2019 we can continue to develop the community garden sites 

around Bervie and the edibles trail which connects them. To do this to best effect 

we invite your support and participation. Please try coming along on Tuesdays or 

Thursdays at 2.00pm or Saturdays at 10.00am for healthy, fun action with our 

friendly team. Gardening doesn’t happen without tea or coffee, so we always take a 

half-time break for a “cuppie and a news”. 

In the photo, our new minister, Andrew Morrison, is being shown round the     

Voyage of Life Garden by Mary Finch of Brighter Bervie and Fiona Milne from 

SAMH. We look forward to welcoming you soon at any one of our gardens.        

For more information, please contact me.  Tom Campbell                                                                                                       

t: 01561 361350    m: 07962 020397  e: brighterbervie@hotmail.com 

Andrew’s Book of the Month  

     Pete Greig, Dirty Glory: Go Where Your Best Prayers Take You   

      (Hodder & Stoughton, 2016)                                                          

Winner of ‘UK Christian Book of the Year’, reading this book will 

enliven your faith in God, and help deepen your prayer life. Pete 

Grieg, a pastor in England, and founder of the 24/7 Prayer Movement 

charts the journey of this incredible worldwide organisation, his deep-

ening understanding of prayer, and his growing faith in a God who 

says our prayers can move mountains. Apart from the Bible, this is probably the best 

book I’ve ever read (and, I’ve read hundreds!) 

Also, can I encourage you to use the wonderful CLC Bookshop in Aberdeen? It’s our 

closest Christian Bookshop, and they’ve got lots of books, CD’s, gifts and resources to 

help you and others grow in their faith in Jesus. Next time you’re visiting Aberdeen, 

why not take a short detour and buy a book to help you and others take steps closer to  

Jesus.    CLC Aberdeen, Unit 14, The Academy, Belmont St. Aberdeen AB10 1LB 

     Phone 01224 641 620 
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The Ordination and Induction  

Items for the June / July 2019 edition of WOTS should be sent to 

wots.editors@gmail.com by 5.00pm on Friday 24th May 

We welcome your items and financial contributions towards 

the cost of printing and distributing this free newsletter which 

is prepared entirely by volunteers. Thank you very much. 

WOTS it all about? 

The Church and Community  

newsletter for Arbuthnott, Bervie, 

Gourdon and Kinneff  
Registered Charity No SC009239  

The Ordination / Induction—

Officiating Ministers - 

Rev Rodolph Blanchard-Kowal 

(Portlethen ) Worship Leader 

Rev Dr Melvyn Griffiths 

(Maryculter Trinity Church) 

Interim Moderator 

Rev Andrew Morrison                           

Rev Hugh Conkey 

(Newtonhill ) Presbytery Clerk 

Rev Dr Alan Murray 

(Banchory Ternan East 

Church) Moderator 



The Manse, 5 West Park Place, Inverbervie, DD10 0XA 
tel -01561 362530  mob- 07720275028  

Email - Andrew.Morrison@churchofscotland.org.uk 
Dear friends, 

I write this having just finished my second Sunday as your new minister – I’m still getting used to 

that reality! These past two weeks since I started with you has been wonderful as I’ve got to know 

many of you and begun to learn my way around this beautiful part of the world. 

Firstly, I want to say a huge thank you to all of you at 

ABK Church. Kirsty and I have been so overwhelmed by 

the generosity and kindness of people here as we’ve 

moved into the area and started serving. As I’ve said    

before, when we imagined what our first church would 

look like, and where would it be – it had very little resem-

blance to ABK! But, now that we’re here, we feel so sure 

that this is where God has called us to love and serve his  

people (i.e. you!) 

But, maybe you’re wondering “What’s this new Minister 

going to do?” In short, my passion is to proclaim Jesus and 

make him known – the rest is just detail. I know the     

radical transformation he has made in my life, so I can do 

nothing else but talk about him. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:2, that while he was with the church, 

he decided to not talk about anything “except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” That too is my   

passion, so I seek to see people across our parish come to know Jesus as their saviour, and increas-

ingly grow as his disciples. 

As we move towards Easter, when we remember the death of Jesus on the cross, and his glorious 

resurrection from the dead – can I encourage you to use this opportunity to talk about Jesus, and 

bring your family and friends to our Sunday gatherings? Let everyone know that “God so loved 

the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.” (John 3:16).  In Bervie we’re going to have a wonderful family service on Easter  

Sunday. There’s going to be lots of chocolate, and lots of Jesus! 

After Easter, we’re moving into a short series about the big questions people may have about 

Christianity. Questions like: Can we trust the Bible? Why does God allow suffering? Isn’t Jesus 

just a good man? This would be a great time to bring your friends and family members on a     

Sunday who are a bit sceptical about the Christian faith and Jesus. Bring them along and let them 

find out why Jesus can be trusted, and why he’s worth following. 

I look forward to joining with you all more and more in the coming months and years as we join 

Jesus in what he is doing in our communities. 

Blessings, 

Your minister and friend, Andrew 

P.S. If you need me to visit, or you wish to speak with me – then please contact me. I am very 

keen to be with you if you need a visit, but if you don’t tell me, then I obviously don’t know that 

you wish to see me. 

Dates for your Diary                                                                    

April 2019                                                                                                                       

Wed 3rd   10.00 / 11.30am Church Café - Church Centre                                               

Wed 3rd    9.45am Gourdon Prayer Meeting; 2 Davidson’s Buildings                       

Fri 5th  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                          

Wed 10th   10.00 / 11.30am Fairtrade Café  - Church Centre                                                

Wed 10th 7.30pm Bervie Guild; “Musical Evening” in Bervie Church                                           

Fri 12th  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                          

Mon 15th  1.00 / 2.30pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                              

Wed 17th   10.00 / 11.30am WaterAid Café  - Church Centre                                             

Wed 17th   9.45am Gourdon Prayer Meeting; 2 Davidson’s Buildings                       

Thurs 18th  2.30pm Gourdon Guild. Closing meeting. Business / entertainment. 

Thurs 18th    7.30 / 9.30pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                                                        

Fri 19th  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                              

Wed 24th   10.00 / 11.30am Fairtrade  Café - Church Centre                                           

Thurs 25th   7.00pm Baptist Missionary Society Open Evening in Bervie Church                                              

Fri 26th     9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                            

Fri 26th  2.30pm “Sing-a-Long at Castle Lodge                                                                   

Mon 29th   1.00 / 2.30 pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.      

Tues 30th       7.30pm Kirk Session Meeting. Church Centre                                    

May 2019                                                                                                                           

Wed 1st    9.45am Gourdon Prayer Meeting; 2 Davidson’s Buildings                    

Wed 1st    10.00 / 11.30am Church Café - Church Centre                                               

Thurs 2nd     7.30 / 9.30pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                                                        

Fri 3rd  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                          

Sat 4th  10.00/11.30am Day Care Coffee Morning ; Church Centre          

Wed 8th   10.00 / 11.30am Christian Aid Café - Church Centre                                               

Fri 10th   9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                       

Sat 11th         11.30 / 1.30 Soup & Bread Lunch  Only £5; Bervie Church Centre                      

Sat 11th   2.00pm  Sponsored Tay Road Bridge Walk for Christian Aid               

 12th - 18th Christian Aid Week and Door to Door Collections                                                                     

Wed 15th       9.45am Gourdon Prayer Meeting; 2 Davidson’s Buildings                     

Wed 15th   10.00 / 11.30am WaterAid Café  - Church Centre                                               

Thurs 16th    7.30 / 9.30pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                              

Fri 17th  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                      

Mon 20th   1.00 / 2.30 pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                          

Wed 22nd    10.00 / 11.30am Christian Aid Café - Church Centre                                               

Fri 24th  9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                                        

Fri 24th   2.30pm “Sing-a-Long at Castle Lodge                                                                   

Wed 29th     9.45am Gourdon Prayer Meeting; 2 Davidson’s Buildings                    

Wed 29th   10.00 / 11.30am Christian Aid Café - Church Centre                                               

Thurs 30th    7.30 / 9.30pm Women of the Way; 3 Queen Johanna Drive.                    

Fri 31st   9.00am Bervie Prayer Meeting. Church Centre                                         



Time Travel.—a poem by John Morris, Kinneff   
 

Travelling through time, stuff of our dreams, all in the mind, hard to believe.   
Fearing the future, stuck in the past, moment by moment, going so fast. 
Travelling through time, a near fatal crash, stopped in my tracks, such a near 
miss. May not have been, but I exist.  Amazing!  Surprising!  A gift! 
Look at the flowers, the birds, the trees.  Not only models but real living 
things.  Who made them and works them, these gifts so sublime, invented the 
Universe, beyond Space, beyond Time? 
Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End, the author of life came to be our best 
friend.  Delivered good news, but was nailed to a cross, to help us back home 
to God, when we were lost. 
And now as I gaze at the flowers and the birds, I remember what Jesus Christ 
said in His Word. 
 ‘Don’t worry, don’t hurry, one day at a time.  Trust that I care for you dear 
child of mine’.   
To those who believe Jesus suffered for us, He offers eternal life: life with a 
plus.  As we travel through time, making heaven our goal, let’s savour each 
moment, knowing God’s in control.  
 

Women of the Way 

These very popular groups meet 

regularly at 3 Queen Johanna Dr.  

Join us on Mondays or Thursdays 

Mon’s 15th; 29th April; 20th May 

from 1.00 / 2.30pm 

Or from 7.30 / 9.30pm on Thurs’s 

18th April; May  2nd; 16th; 30th    

A very warm welcome awaits you. 

For further information contact 

Margaret Wells 01561 362289 

Sing-a-Long at Castle Lodge 

It is always a great pleasure to be able 

to share some favourite songs and 

hymns from the past with the residents 

who happily join in. 

Please come along at 2.30pm on      

Friday’s  26th April; 24th May; 

28th .June                                                

We will be so glad to see you. 

Gourdon Guild 

Closing Meeting                         

All welcome to this short programme 

of entertainment and business 

Thursday  18th April at 2.30pm 

In Gourdon Mission Hall 

Hello!  -      Did you know we have a Facebook page?             

If you are on Facebook we invite you to look us up and like our 

pages. Check us out on Arbuthnott Bervie and Kinneff Church      

 - Messy Church at Bervie      - Bervie Holiday Club                                                                             

We’d love it if you would LIKE our pages and why not SHARE it with your friends and 

family? They may like to find out WOTS happening and come and join in too.             

If you lead a church group and would like to be able to add events to the ABK page  
please contact Jill Simpson. O1561 362 531                                                                                       

 ABK World Mission Team 

On 8th March we had a very successful visit from 

Dr Mark Calder as he ran his second marathon 

along Scotland’s ancient pilgrim routes, this time 

from Aberdeen to St Andrews 95 miles (St Duthac’s 

Way), as part of his 1725 mile “Running Home” 

project. Supported by Embrace the Middle East, Mark is raising money to 

help refugees return to their homes in war-torn Iraq. Members of ABK donated 

a generous £99 which was made up to £500 from the World Mission funds. 

The first duty of Andrew, our new minister, was to welcome Mark, present the 

cheque and pray him on his way. We wish him well on the rest of his marathon 

A very warm invitation is extended to all in the community who would like to 

share in our Easter activities. 

Sunday 14th April—Palm Sunday Services                                         

10.00am Arbuthnott ; 11.30 Bervie ; 6.00pm Gourdon. 

Maundy Thursday 18th 7.00pm Bervie Church - Service and Communion 

Good Friday19th  Service -7.00pm Arbuthnott Church  

Sunday 21st April—Easter Sunday  

8.00am Bervie Beach Service - followed by Breakfast in the Church Centre                                             

9.30am  Communion in St David’s Scottish Episcopal Church 

10.00am Arbuthnott Church Easter Service                                                  

11.30am Bervie Church Easter Family Services                                          

6.00pm Gourdon Mission Hall Easter Service 



 
You are invited to join us for... 

 
 
 
 

Every Sunday during school term time,  
Bervie Church Centre 11.15 till 12.45pm  

Sorry, there will be no Kingdom Kidz sessions on : 
31st March, 7th, 14th, 21st April and 5th May. 

21st April, Easter Sunday, there will be a Family Service  

 Join us as we explore with our              
Friends and Heroes.   

Totzone Sunday Crèche for children from 1 to 4 years 
available for those who wish to stay for the Church  

service knowing their children will be safe and happy.                                                                                                   
Baby facilities and crèche room in Church Centre available on request.                                                                                                                               
For more info contact:  Ruth Paterson 362749 or Jill Simpson 362153  

Saturday  8th June      

3.30-5.30pm               

Bervie Church Centre                                                                            

       There will be lots, of 

fun; lots of games, stories 

and great FOOD!  Let’s 

get MESSY – Family 

fun with a message  

 
 

SPONSORED TAY ROAD BRIDGE WALK— Sat 11 May at 2pm.  
You are warmly invited to join a team from ABK in this national event. Ask your 
friends and family to sponsor you for crossing from one side of the Tay to the other, 
and back again!                                                                                                          
Contact Jill 362153 or Margaret (362964 and 07549 442944)  for more information. 
This event will take the place of the usual sponsored slim.  

DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION—12-18 May 
Please donate generously again when our collectors call during Christian Aid week. 
And if you feel that you can help too by delivering envelopes to a few houses in your 
own street and collecting them again please contact—Sandra Bissett on 360228.   

Christian Aid Coffee Mornings—Wed’s 8th, 22nd, 29th May 
10.00 / 11.30am in the Church Centre 

Your generous donations will all go towards the ABK Christian Aid 2019 appeal.  

LET’S GIVE SO THAT HEALTH CLINICS CAN BE BUILT IN SIERRA LEONE 
AND MUMS CAN DELIVER SAFELY  

All proceeds/profits go to Christian Aid; UK charity no.1105851, Company number 5171525 

 

More happy birthdays! 

Christian Aid Week -12 - 18 MAY  

Christian Aid is working alongside communities 
in Sierra Leone so that mums and new-born 

babies are cared for and kept safe:                  
let’s help them  

 Totzone                             

Baby and Toddler group                
continues to run during 

term times on                    

Tuesdays, 9.45am - 11.15am                         

in Bervie Church Centre                                        

For info please contact Natasha on 

01561361925 or email  

natasha.hepburn13@btinternet.com.  

Bervie Guild 

Musical Evening      
Join us for a night of 

delightful music on   
Wed 10th April  7.30pm 

in Bervie Church  

      Refreshments served 

afterwards.                           

Everybody welcome! 

mailto:natasha.hepburn13@btinternet.com


 

Bervie Holiday Club is scheduled 
for August 13th-16th this year   

We are trying a new four day format!  

It will take place each of the four mornings 
in Bervie Sports Centre.  

All children from those starting P1 to those 
entering S1 in August will be welcome to come and join in.  

If you have volunteered before please complete your SU accreditation as 
soon as possible, if you haven’t already done so: thanks a million.   

If you haven’t helped before: the Club really needs more adult and teen-
age volunteers, so please consider if you could get involved this summer.  

Please get in touch with Cheri Young from Scripture Union for more      
information! Cheri.young@suscotland.org.uk; 01224486749 .   Or contact 
Jonathan Simpkin on 07971 196791 and Jill Simpson on 01561 362153  

Please also pray for all the local young people who attend the club and 
think about any children you could invite along!  

And watch this space for more updates! 

The ever popular                   
Bervie Soup and Bread Lunch 

Saturday 11th May  - £5             
11.30 / 1.30 Church Centre 

Join us for an excellent choice 
of delicious soups, tea, coffee 
and home baking. All welcome. 

Donations of home made soup or  

baking will be gratefully received. 

Phone Kay 362451 or Phyllis 361905 

 Delicious                 

Sandwiches and  

Strawberry Teas to 

stimulate appetites! 

Saturday 15th June 

11.30 / 1.30 in      

Bervie Church Centre  

Only £5                             

includes an endless 

supply of tea / coffee. 

Refreshingly good! 

Letter from now ‘retired’ locum minister!!  

What a wonderful celebration a couple of weeks ago when 
Andrew Morrison was ordained and inducted as your new 
minister!  He and Kirsty are so welcoming and approachable, 
and I shall continue to pray that everyone will encourage 
them and make them welcome in your wonderful ABK way. 

As for me, while I thoroughly enjoyed my 30+ months as 
your  locum, it was time to hand over, and I could not have imagined a better 
person to take over being your minister than YOUNG Andrew – he’s just a   
couple of years older than my eldest grandson – definitely time for me to retire!! 

I’d just like to say ‘thanks’ to everyone who worked with me on encouraging 
parish life in all its diversity, mostly on sharing the Gospel and praying for   
people, but also in leading worship, hosting all sorts of events in all three places 
of worship, celebrations, special services, concerts, Easter, Christmas, Harvest, 
Remembrance, Communions, Baptisms, weddings and much more . . .you have 
so many gifts to use for God’s work so don’t stop now. 

Thanks too for the gifts you gave me on leaving; cards and comments, flowers 
and rose plants – in the garden and growing well already, and a mobile health 
clinic in Kenya via Christian Aid. 

But most of all thanks for your love, support and friendship over the months, 
and especially your thoughtful care of Drew, whom you have seen deteriorate 
during our time with you. I’m so glad that I know that Drew loves the Lord and 
knows where his journey is taking him, altho’ he can’t talk about it anymore.  
We leave his time in God’s hands and just care! 

Please feel that you can pop along to St Cyrus any time for a coffee or a chat or 
a beach walk or just to say ‘hello’.  Our door is always open, and I shall not   
forget my brilliant experience in ABK. 

Love and blessings to you all , Linda Broadley 

Bervie Day Care Coffee Morning 

Saturday 4th May 2019 

10.00 / 11.30am- only £3 

All the usual stalls.  

Thank you for your support which is 

so important for our work and funds. 

mailto:Cheri.young@suscotland.org.uk


   

 
 

OUR STORY: 

‘Special Kay’ and her family were forced to flee Pakistan in September 2015 due to persecution 
because of their Christian faith. One of Special Kay’s sisters was killed at the age of 30; a brother 
was kidnapped and beaten, and ‘Special Kay’ was beaten by her ex-husband ‘like an animal’, be-
cause she refused to convert to Islam. Her father died as a result of the pressure that the family 
were under. 

 

Moses is unable to attend school, since the family have been forced to live in Bangkok illegally. 
They are constantly afraid of being arrested by the Thai police, and either taken to the Immigration 
Detention Centre (where conditions are appalling), or deported back to Pakistan, where they would 
face arrest and possibly death. 

 

Their situation is not uncommon. OSK is in contact with other families in similar circumstances. 
They find it extremely difficult to find work, and struggle to make ends meet. If they fall ill, they 
are unable to get medical treatment because they cannot afford it. One family suffered from den-
gue fever, and were only able to get hospital treatment for their seriously ill one-year-old daughter 
when a small donation was sent to them from OSK. 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

Follow Operation Special Kay on Facebook, where updates are posted regularly; 

Pray for the families and for Operation Special Kay; 

Tell others about this organisation; share our posts on social media, and tell others about our 
website; 

Sign up for our mailing list: contact@operationspecialkay.org.uk 

Buy our products: these will be available soon on the website, and by arrangement for selling to 
groups. The products have all been hand-made by families who are being supported by Opera-
tion Special Kay.  

Make a donation; information available on our website and Facebook pages. If you pay tax, 
please give under the Gift Aid scheme, to enable us to claim an extra 25% on your donation. 

 

Jesus said: “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

PRAYER – SUPPORT – ACTION 
 

During Fairtrade Fortnight 2019, money raised at 
the Fairtrade Cafes in Bervie Church Centre went 
towards the work of Operation Special Kay (OSK). 
This is a new organisation which was started in 
April 2018 by Margaret Benton, in response to 
contact from a lady, ‘Special Kay’, who is a Paki-
stani Christian asylum seeker living in Bangkok, 
Thailand with her eight-year-old son, Moses, and 4 
other members of her family. 

 

So far OSK has supported ‘Special Kay’ and her 
family in prayer, and has provided some financial 
support for them for their food and rent. In addi-
tion, we are hoping to raise money to help pay for 
their travel to a safe country, where they will be 
able to claim asylum. 

VISIT OF TEAM FROM BAPTISH MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

22ND TO 29TH APRIL 2019 

 

During their time in Bervie, the BMS team will be living with host families in the area, as well 
as leading school assemblies, taking part in various youth groups, visiting the day care cen-
tre, and contributing to the services in Arbuthnott, Bervie and Living Rooms on Sunday 28th 
April. 

There will be an OPEN EVENING to which all will be warmly welcomed on Thursday 25th 
April at 7.00pm in Bervie Church. During this there will be an opportunity to hear what 
‘Team Mozambique’ did while they were there, to chat to them about their experiences, and 
to give a donation (if you wish) to the Idai Cyclone appeal. Andrew and his friends stayed in 
Beira, which was the epicentre of the cyclone, and has suffered massive damage. 

We hope to see you there. 

Andrew Benton was born and brought up 
in Bervie, and is coming with three of his 
friends to Inverbervie for a week from 
Monday 22nd April, at the start of a 2 
month tour which the team will be doing 
as the last stage of their Gap year pro-
gramme with BMS. 

Jack, Rebecca, Alex and Andrew all signed 
up with BMS last year, and travelled to 
Mozambique after a month’s training last 
October. 

They were part of a group of over 30 
young people who have been on the pro-
gramme with BMS over the past few 
months, including 2 girls who worship at 
Catterline Community Church. 

WHAT’S ON INVERBERVIE SHOP 

The What’s On Inverbervie shop is always looking for 
more volunteers in order to enable the shop to open each 
day Monday to Saturday, 9.30am to 5.30pm.  

There are currently a group of willing volunteers who keep 
the shop open most days 9.30am to 3.30pm. However, the 
community would be much better served if the shop was 
able to open each day until 5.30pm. 

As well as selling good quality second hand clothes, books, 
CDs, Bric-a-brac and soft furnishings, the What’s On   
Inverbervie shop is also a distribution centre for the local 
Trussell Trust Foodbank.  

In addition, it has helped initiate lots of valuable local projects, such as period poverty    
resources and local ‘Green’ dog walkers materials. It also stocks a good supply of ‘pre-loved’ 
Bervie School and Nursery uniform at excellent prices. All money raised goes towards good 
causes in the community. 

Please consider if you could give up 2 or 3 hours of your time on a weekly or occasional 
basis in order to help the shop to stay open for longer hours for everyone’s benefit. In addi-
tion, please support the shop; when the Foodbank bin is standing outside the shop, then 
you can be sure that it is open!                                                                                       
If you would like to volunteer to help, please contact the shop on Facebook or by emailing 
whatsoninverbervie@gmail.com Alternatively, you can pop into the shop to put your name 
down to volunteer. Thank you!   

 

mailto:whatsoninverbervie@gmail.com

