
1780-1820: Robert Croll, M.A. son of Robert Croll, Garvock. Presented 
by King George III. In 1793 his stipend came to 4 chalders of victuals, 
400 merks Scots and £50 Scots for Communion elements. At the begin-
ning of his ministry, the church, which stood in the “Auld Kirkyard”, was 
demolished by the heritors, and a new place of worship erected. Only the 
West Gable now remains (in Kirkburn). 
1821-68: John Glegg, M.A., son of John Glegg, Fetteresso. Presented by 
George IV. In 1836 the present church was built by the heritors at a cost 
of over £2,000. 
1868-1915: *John Brown M.A.D.D. Clerk to the Presbytery, 1871-1915. 
1916-23: *David S. Johnston, M.A., B.D. Chaplain to the Forces in 
World War I. 
1924-27: *Graham N. Warner, M.A. Translated to Elgin. 
1927-44: *Neil McGill, Provost of Inverbervie, 1933-44. The East and 
Parish Churches became one in his last year 
1945-1949: *Walter M. Hendrie, M.A.: 
Emigrated to undertake the post of Director of Youth of the Presbyterian 
Church of New Zealand. 
1950-57: *Thomas Nicholson, M.A. 
Translated to Wellwynd Parish Church, Airdrie 
1958–1979: *Donald Campbell, M.A. was formerly a Chaplain in South 
America, Switzerland and France. 
1980-1994: *Connie Philp B.D. Bervie’s first lady minister. Formerly a 
Church of Scotland Deaconess. 
1995-2004: Alastair G. McKillop B.D. Dip.Min. was inducted into this, 
his first charge, on 23rd November 1995. Translated to Larkhall St Ma-
chan’s - August 2004. A talented modern hymn writer. 
June 2006 – 2009 : Rev Georgina M. Baxendale BD formerly of Hou-
ston and Killellan Kirk in the Presbytery of Greenock and Paisley. She 
was Translated to Motherwell South Church in June 2009. 
Sept 2010 – Rev Dennis S Rose LTh from Bathgate Boghall Church. 
Retired 30th April 2016                                                                           
7th March 2019—Rev Andrew Morrison M.A.(Hons) Ordained and 
inducted into this, his first charge. 

Framed photographs of some Bervie Church ministers and those of the 
old Free or East Kirk, can be seen in the vestry by arrangement.  
 

AB&K Mission Committee prepared this leaflet for the use of visitors 
Some extracts have been taken from “The Story of The Kirk, The Parish 
and The Burgh”first  published 10th January 1965 
                                                                                                                   
Arbuthnott, Bervie and Kinneff Church is a registered Charity No 
SC009239                                                           J.M.Gillespie 2019 updated 

A Visitors Guide to 
    Bervie Church – Inverbervie 

     In the Presbytery of Kincardine and Deeside. 
 
 

 
 

Before entering the Church you will have noticed the ornate railings. 
These railings and the church building have a “B” Category listing 
and therefore cannot be altered without special planning permission. 
The building to the right of the gate is The Church Centre, which is 
used for many meetings, groups and social activities. It also houses 
the Church Office and a well-stocked Church library. This building 
was the manse until 1980.                                                                     
The front part was built in 1738 and has been in use ever since. 
  

“In 1737 the chief heritors of the Parish of Bervie brought before 
the Presbytery James Burness, a sufficient workman, who offered 
to build a Manse for the Minister of Bervie for 1,000 merks Scots” 
 

 



 

The manse was later extended and 
improved in 1797 and 1836. In 
1912 the stair and the rooms at the 
back were added. A notable      
happening occurred in 1746 when 
the Duke of Cumberland spent the 
night at Bervie manse as the guest 
of Rev Thomas Dow, parish     
Minister. The following record of 
the visit was left – 
 

“Here we put up at the Provost’s house, a good and honest old 
fellow ... his wife told us she had brought out wine to present to 
the Duke and his army when they came but could get none of 
her neighbours to back her. We were first obliged to eat oat-

cakes on the journey which was a great hardship to several of 
our inexperienced travellers”   

 

The tree on the left was gifted in 1987 by 
30th Dundee Company of the Boy’s     
Brigade on the    occasion of the 150th 
anniversary of the opening of the present 
church building on 1st January 1837. 
 

On Sabbath, the first day of the New 
Year, the newly erected Parish Church 
was opened for divine worship by Rev Mr 
Glegg, who preached an appropriate ser-
mon for the occasion from Deut.12.5-7. 
The offering was for the General Assem-

bly’s Society for propagating religious knowledge in the High-
lands and Islands and amounted to £8.12.1 The minister ex-
pressed the debt of gratitude which the congregation had to the 
heritors who had come forward so generously to rear up a new 
place in which the name of God was to be worshiped, and more 
ample accommodation offered to those who would  hear and 
obey the Divine Command: “Go ye up to the House of 
God”                     (Montrose Review January 1837) 
 

The new church building cost over £2,000. 
 

Incumbents in the Parish of Bervie. 
 

1560: John Erskine of Dun, a layman was appointed Superinten-
dent of Angus and Mearns. 
1567-79: Alexander Keith was minister of five Parishes- Arbuth-
nott; Bervie; Kinneff; Catterline; Garvock. His stipend was £26 
Scots per year, This increased to £133.6.8 by 1574. 
1567-76: James Symson was Reader at Bervie, Catterline and 
Kinneff. King James VI presented him to the Vicarage of Catterline 
on 31st October 1576. 
1585-89(?): George Young was minister of Kinneff, Catterline, 
Bervie and Rescobie 
1589-90(91?): David Rattray was translated from Slains, Aber-
deenshire. 
1591-1618: James Rait. Translated from Auldearn. 
1622-??: Andrew Moncur M.A. Graduated from King’s College, 
Aberdeen in 1613.  He was the first minister to be elected to the 
newly created Parish of Bervie. 
16??-49: James Strachan M.A.: Graduated from St Andrews in 
1622. 
1651-69: William Wright. 
1670-74: William Chalmers: translated to Glamis. 
1674-95: Peter Rait, M.A: from Kings College Aberdeen. In 1695 
he was deposed by order of the Privy Council for refusing, among 
other things, to pray for William and Mary. 
1698-1713: James Arbuthnott, native of Montrose. Deposed in 1713 
for disrespect of the Sabbath, etc. 
1714-41: William Arnot, M.A. Graduate of St Andrews. In 1712 the 
Parish 1698-1713 by virtue of the Patronage Act, became a living in 
the gift of the Crown. Mr Arnot was the first Crown presentee, which 
caused much ill-feeling in the Parish. On the day of his settlement the 
Presbytery were unable to gain admittance to the Church as the doors 
and windows were barricaded. Consequently, Mr Arnot was ordained 
in Benholm Church. Indignant parishioners later kidnapped him. 
The front part of the old manse (now the Church Centre) was built 
during his tenure at a total cost of 1,000 merks Scots.  
1742-80: Thomas Dow. Presented by King George II. During the Jac-
obite Rebellion he entertained William, Duke of Cumberland. 
 
 
 



On the chancel itself is a sturdy light oak communion table, which was 
donated in 1917 by an elder, ex-provost John Thom, in memory of his 
wife. This was followed in 1926 by the minister’s chair from their 
daughter, Mrs Julia Campbell of Bournemouth and the brass lectern 
from their other daughter, Miss Elizabeth Thom, who was the church 
organist for many years. In 1978, Rev Donald Campbell M.A. minister 
for 21 years from 1958-1979 gifted the two Elders chairs, in gratitude 
for a successful operation to improve his eyesight. A Guild Millennium 

gift was making the beautifully stitched cushions on the chancel chairs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Captain and Mrs McNitt of the U.S Navy, 
Edzell Base, who also lived in Castle  
Terrace presented the pulpit bible in 1965 
for friendship and fellowship while living 
in Bervie and also the table lectern bible 
(27th June) 1982 in memory of Frank and 
Jane Smith.  
A blue pulpit fall was dedicated on 7th 
October 1979 in memory of Mrs Alexina 
Ritchie Blatherwick; while a white pulpit 

fall, for use during the sacraments, was dedicated on 9th July 1995, at a 
special service to mark their 50th annual summer camp at Bervie of 
The 30th Dundee Company, the Boy’s Brigade.  
The purple pulpit fall was donated by Willie and Ann Beattie, Farquhar 
St. to mark their  Diamond wedding in December 2008. 
 

As a result of a very successful Development fund, which raised 
£125,000 in just four years, the Church was re-slated, re-wired, redeco-
rated and a new sound system installed. A service of rededication and 
thanksgiving was held on Sunday, 25th May 2003.  

Praise be to God! 

The tall lectern was given in 

memory of Major J.E.M.   

Farquhar, Laird of Hallgreen, 

killed in action in September 

1916. Miss Greig donated the 

Caen Stone baptismal font in 

1932 in memory of her       

parents of Grange Farm,  

Kinneff and Castle Terrace. 

On the left is the War Memorial, unveiled in 
1924, to which uniformed organisations and 
Community representatives still parade for a 
short service of Remembrance and to lay poppy 
wreaths on Armistice Sunday -”Lest we forget” 
 

The Flowering Cherry tree 
on the right was planted in 
1973 to  commemorate 50 
years of Guiding in the 
Royal Burgh.  

 

 
“ On entering the Church there is a plaque on the wall commemo-
rating the long ministry of Rev Dr John Brown M.A., D.D. who 
was minister in Bervie from 1868-1915. In 1913 the Presbytery and 
Parish celebrated his ministerial jubilee. Above the double doors 
hang two banners, “Peace” and “Faith” made and 
provided by the former Banner Group. 
 

 

The two stained glass “Millennium Doors”,    
leading into the sanctuary, were funded by the 
Inverbervie Millennium Committee. This small 
group of local people was formed to raise money 
and organise events to celebrate the Millennium. 
The six separate panels depict local landmarks 
and places of interest from designs submitted by        
Bervie Primary School pupils. Rev A.G McKillop 
dedicated the doors on 4th February 2001.  
They can be seen at their best when the inside lighting is on. 

 

Looking across King Street, behind 

the Fire Station, you can see the   

remains of the west gable of the   

ancient Parish Kirk of Bervie in 

Kirkburn. This had been erected to 

replace the previous church build-

ing, demolished in 1781. Beside this 

ruin is the old and historic Bervie 

Kirkyard or cemetery 



On entering the main sanctuary there are two Rolls of Honour on the 
back walls which record the names of all those from the whole Parish 
who served in the 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 World Wars. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

In 1964, after many years of fundraising, a major restoration pro-
gramme took place. The two side galleries and downstairs pews were 
removed. The present pews came from St Ninians (Brothick Brig) 
Church, Arbroath. Rev Archibald Watt D.D., S.T.M., minister of 
Edzell-Lethnot Church and then Moderator Designate of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland dedicated the restored church in 
January 1965. The building underwent another upgrading in 2003.  
   

In 1885 an interesting vote of the Congregation agreed by 396 votes to 
4 to the introduction of instrumental music into the Church. An Amer-
ican organ was bought for £80 in 1886 and a regular organist appoint-
ed. This saw the end of the office of precentor (usually the schoolmas-
ter) who had formerly led the singing with the help of a  tuning fork. 
While at the back of the church, you can see the present pipe organ at 
its best. Not only is it lovely to look at, it is also a joy to the ear. We 
have been fortunate in having had many accomplished organists over 
the years since it was installed in June 1904 at a total cost of £400. 

Also on the back walls are two memo-
rial windows saved from the former 
Bervie East (or Free Church), which 
was situated in the Kirkburn. This 
building was closed for public worship 
in 1944 and later converted into a well
-utilised Church Hall. When it became 
unsafe, it was demolished in 1982 to 
make way for a new manse.  
These windows are seen at their best 
when illuminated from behind. 

The Carnegie Fund gave half of this as a grant and the con-

gregation, under Rev John Brown, by subscriptions and a 

bazaar, raised the balance The organ was built by E.H. Law-

ton of Aberdeen and is one of few of its type still remaining. 

The organ is financially safe-guarded by a £10,000 legacy 

from Dr. Marjory Morris (Pictured right). 

 

Behind the platform area, in the Choir Room, is a glass cabinet contain-
ing many artifacts used and connected to the church over the years. 
This includes three flagons and  “common” communion cups that are 
no longer in use as a result of the introduction of individual communion 
cups in 1916.  
A valuable silver common communion cup, kept in the bank for safe-
keeping, is still used by the minister and four elders during communion 
services today. John Aytton, Provost of Bervie, gifted this to Bervie 
Church in 1680. It was made by William Lindsay, a famous silversmith 
from Montrose, whose communion vessels are still to be found 
throughout the area.   John Aytton, as Baillie of Bervie, had represented 
the Burgh in 1678 as Commissioner at the Estates of  Parliament. 

 

Book of Remembrance 

Under the flags is the Book of Remembrance which was opened for 
use at the beginning of the Millennium. It is not only a historical 
record, but also a beautiful book worthy of closer inspection. The 
cost of calligraphy entries is met from donations.  
The table lectern, cross and cover were also generously donated. 
The table, obviously made locally, is thought to be the communion table 
from the old Free Kirk which stood in the Kirkburn.  

The choir sit on the left hand, side 
pews of the church and regularly per-
form special items and anthems under 
the direction of the organist. The 
Praise Band occupies the platform on 
the right whenever they take part in 
family services.  
The Bechstein grand piano was gifted 
in 2008 by John and Fiona Gillespie. 

To the left of the chancel hang two flags, 
which were presented on   behalf of The 
Maritime Trust to the Burgh by the  Master 
of The Cutty Sark in 1997.  
The famous sailing ship, which has been 
fully restored, can now be seen in Green-
wich, London, was designed and built by 
Hercules Linton who lived in the Market 
Square -a blue wall plaque marks the house  




